
 
 

February 14, 2017 

 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20006 

 

Dear President Trump, 

 

As parents of transgender children, we were heartbroken and scared when we learned that your 

Administration’s Department of Justice had dropped its objections to a nationwide hold on Obama era 

protections for transgender students.  You promised to be a president for all Americans, but less than 48 

hours after Jeff Sessions was confirmed as Attorney General, the Department of Justice took a concrete 

step to undermine equality for the LGBTQ community. 

 

All students deserve equal access to a safe, welcoming school and a high quality education no matter who 

they are and where they live. This is the value at the center of our nation’s education policies and civil 

rights laws and it is a principle espoused by the 2016 guidance issued by the U.S. Departments of Justice 

and Education seeking the fair and respectful treatment of transgender students in our nation’s schools 

and colleges. 

 

In communities across this country, thanks in part to this guidance, we have seen transgender students of 

all ages seamlessly welcomed into their schools by friends and faculty. We have witnessed, first hand, the 

success of inclusive policies that reflect the overwhelming consensus from health professionals like the 

American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Psychological Association that affirming our 

children's gender identities is imperative. And, as more transgender young people come out, the guidance 

adopted by the Obama Administration continues to offer teachers and administrators a helpful tool in 

building learning environments that allow all students to flourish. 

 

Sadly, there remain some in our school environments who still choose to target our children for 

mistreatment and violence. Many of us find ourselves in school districts or states that are considering or 

have already adopted policies that single-out transgender students for discrimination. We know the 

devastating impacts these policies can have. 75 percent of transgender young people report feeling unsafe 

in school. One study found that more than fifty percent of transgender youth have attempted to commit 



suicide at least once in their lifetime. These policies are wrong, they hurt our children, and they violate 

the principle of equal protection.  

 

We could not be prouder of our children. They have shown our families and the world a courage and 

authenticity that has filled our hearts and opened our minds. Their lives enrich our homes, our schools, 

and our neighborhoods.  We have seen many recent, pivotal changes that signal a bright future. The Boys 

Scouts of America recently changed its policy to include transgender boys in their organization, a move 

that mirrors a similar longstanding policy by the Girl Scouts of America welcoming transgender girls. 

The cover of National Geographic magazine featured a bright eyed, brave young transgender girl. In 

contrast to these positive social changes, the decision by your Administration to undermine our legal 

progress is mean-spirited and potentially threatens the wellbeing of our beloved children. 

 

Like all parents, all we want is for our children to be healthy, safe, and loved.  No young person should 

wake up in the morning fearful of the school day ahead. When this guidance was issued last year, it 

provided our families -- and other families like our own across the country -- with the knowledge and 

security that our government was determined to protect our children from bullying and discrimination. 

Please do not take that away from us. We ask you to preserve the guidance and instruct the Departments 

of Justice and Education to robustly pursue every opportunity to enforce Title IX on behalf of transgender 

students.  

 

Signed, 

 

Jodie Patterson and Joseph 

Ghartey 

Brooklyn, NY 

 

DeShanna and Christopher 

Neal 

Wilmington, DE 

 

Debi and Tom Jackson 

Kansas City, MI 

 

Jeanette Jennings 

Florida 

 

Vanessa and JR Ford 

Washington, DC  

 

Ofelia Dafne Barba 

Downey, CA 

 

Sarah and Peter Tchoryk 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Joanne Lee 

Madison, WI 

 

Kelly and Wayne Maines 

Portland, ME 

 

Amy D’Aprino 

Tucson, AZ 

 

Marsha Aizumi 

Pasadena, CA 

 

Hillary and Jeff Whittington 

San Diego, CA 

 

Carol Loeb 

Montgomery, Alabama 

 

Jen Wagner 

Green Valley, Arizona 

 

Chris Lopez 

Tucson, Arizona 

Chance Agrella 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Judith Gomez 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Sandra Kleve 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Michele Cusac 

Glendale, Arizona 

 

Courtney Wyatt 

Tempe, Arizona 

 

Kathleen Stiles Hatsell 

Anthem, Arizona 

 

Lynn Davis 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Angela Pototsky 

Tucson, Arizona 



Celeste Miles 

Prescott Valley, Arizona 

 

Cheryl Perry 

Tucson, Arizona 

 

Stacy Wilson 

Rogers, Arkansas 

 

Meagan Breaux 

Conway, Arkansas 

 

Traci Campbell 

Conway, Arkansas 

 

Brent Willman 

Alamo, California 

 

Cheryl Clearwater 

West Covina, California 

 

Jaclyn Keltner 

Fair Oaks, California 

 

Falen Cook 

Poway, California 

 

Gwen Everman 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Andrea Paradise 

Santa Cruz, California 

 

Dan Budd 

Poway, California 

 

James Stewart 

San Diego, California 

 

Katelin Fast 

Carlsbad, California 

 

Kristen Barron 

Carlsbad, California 

Joshua Super 

Carlsbad, California 

 

Janna Barkn 

Novato, California 

 

Jeanne Peterson 

La Mesa, California 

 

Monica Nunez Cham 

San Diego, California 

 

Glenn Mitchell 

Pasadena, California 

 

Avon Asawapornsnit 

Simi Valley, California 

 

Kelley Keatly 

San Marcos, California 

 

Wendy Wilson 

San Diego, California 

 

Cheryl Burger 

Coronado, California 

 

Allison Lowenstein 

Redwood City, California 

 

Wendy Cedron Craft 

San Francisco, California 

 

Teglene Ryan 

Arnold, California 

 

Barbara M. 

Palo Alto, California 

 

Brook Pessin-Whedbee 

Oakland, California 

 

Sandra Collins 

Berkeley, California 

Rebecca Sherer 

Oakland, California 

 

Jessica Rosenfeld 

Albany, California 

 

Daniel Maidenberg 

Piedmont, California 

 

Alexis Busalacchi 

San Jose, California 

 

Melissa Feldkamp 

Elk Grove, California 

 

Syd A. 

Santa Barbara, California 

 

Maddie Hutchinson 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Andrew Peterson 

Oakland, California 

 

Sarah Goehring 

San Diego, California 

 

Jill Hagenkord 

Los Altos, California 

 

Sara Kaplan 

Berkeley, California 

 

Karin Watson-Steier 

El Cerrito, California 

 

Amy Mudd 

Bonita, California 

 

Chip and Wendy Jones 

Simi Valley, California 

 

Kathie Moehlig 

San Diego, California 



Sarah Castle 

Westlake Village, California 

 

Kate Budd 

Poway, California 

 

Robyne Ruterbusch 

Cardiff By The Sea, 

California 

 

Cdr Victor Ruterbusch 

Cardiff By The Sea, 

California 

 

Ila B. Markley 

San Diego, California 

 

Rachel and Barnaby Gloger 

Carpinteria, California 

 

Maryann Stewart 

San Diego, California 

 

Lavinia Accioly 

San Francisco, California 

 

Jeanne Murray 

San Diego, California 

 

Crystal Hasinsky 

Valley Center, California 

 

Leesa Maltby 

Murrieta, California 

 

Ramon Davila 

Poway, California 

 

Sarah Super 

Carlsbad, California 

 

Raegan Edwards 

El Cajon, California 

 

Koreen Pagano 

Carpinteria, California 

 

Josephine Howe 

Chula Vista, California 

 

Gabriel Barkin 

Novato, California 

 

Cyndee McGowan 

El Cajon, California 

 

Douglas Bernard 

San Pedro, California 

 

Jenni Miller 

Escondido, California 

 

Stephanie York 

National City, California 

 

Andy York 

National City, California 

 

Laura Davis 

Palo Alto, California 

 

Samantha Hileman 

Roseville, California 

 

Susan Bromma 

Chula Vista, California 

 

Anne Cobb 

Rancho Cucamonga, 

California 

 

Michelle Dixon 

Fallbrook, California 

 

Jamie Dixon 

Fallbrook, California 

 

Pam Valinet 

Carlsbad, California 

 

Sofia Posada 

Campbell, California 

 

Shelly Rohlfs 

Santee, California 

 

Alexander Fast 

Carlsbad, California 

 

Mary Carter 

Oakland, California 

 

Benjamin Faryna 

Berkeley, California 

 

Patricia Barilla 

San Diego, California 

 

Marin Goldblum 

Thousand Oaks, California 

 

Carla Poblete 

Burbank, California 

 

Dante Alencastre 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Travis Robertson-Howell 

San Marcos, California 

 

Michelle Miller 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Jodi Gerston 

San Jose, California 

 

Linda Davenport 

San Francisco, California 

 

Georgia Kenney 

San Diego, California 



Michael Kenney 

San Diego, California 

 

Cristina Hudson 

La Crescenta, California 

 

Judith Davis 

Rancho Cucamonga, 

California 

 

Margaret Schultz 

Oakland, California 

 

Danielle Hurwitz 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Don Harris 

Pleasanton, California 

 

Alison Pennington 

Oakland, California 

 

Christine Pitts 

Murrieta, California 

 

Tierre Mesa 

Oakland, California 

 

Jessica Fairchild 

San Diego, California 

 

Sandra Rudel 

Oakland, California 

 

Courtney Valdez 

Alameda, California 

 

Alexander Davis 

Palo Alto, California 

 

Karin Wertheim 

Berkeley, California 

 

Megan Bates 

Berkeley, California 

 

Doreen Stillings 

Thousand Oaks, California 

 

Kathy Abad 

Goleta, California 

 

Alma Prins 

Berkeley, California 

 

Jessica Carlson 

Sacramento, California 

 

Sandra Willman 

Alamo, California 

 

Marcela Chavez 

Orinda, California 

 

Susanne Little 

Palo Alto, California 

 

Melanie Matheson 

San Rafael, California 

 

Brandy Barker 

Vista, California 

 

Debbie White 

El Cajon, California 

 

Jacqueline Johnson 

San Diego, California 

 

Kenneth Carlson 

Sacramento, California 

 

Kristin Stangl 

Berkeley, California 

 

Doris Smith 

Coaregold, California 

Janet Uradomo 

Torrance, California 

 

Michelle Grantham 

Santee, California 

 

Sung Tse 

Arcadia, California 

 

Angelina Brewer 

West Sacramento, California 

 

Shannon Robles 

San Diego, California 

 

April Davis 

San Diego, California 

 

David Channer 

Berkeley, California 

 

Angie Cahalan 

Millbrae, California 

 

Pam Ehrlich 

Saratoga, California 

 

Valerie Deike 

San Francisco, California 

 

Nili Gafni 

Menlo Park, California 

 

Ginny Prince 

Oakland, California 

 

Elizabeth Mendonca Seufert 

Pleasanton, California 

 

Shannon Boydstun 

Monument, Colorado 

 

Kelly Hunsaker 

Woodland Park, Colorado 



Greg Spalding 

Woodland Park, Colorado 

 

Ray Nibbe 

Aurora, Colorado 

 

Margit Henderson 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Sarah Zook 

Thornton, Colorado 

 

Tracy Altmaier 

Carbondale, Colorado 

 

Alisha Foxwell 

Broomfield, Colorado 

 

Michelle Steele 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

Shari Watson 

Lafayette, Colorado 

 

Marc Morgan 

Aurora, Colorado 

 

Heather Gonzales-Dittenber 

Castle Rock, Colorado 

 

Kristi Knight 

Westminster, Colorado 

 

Donna Hakala 

Niwot, Colorado 

 

Patti Venneman 

Englewood, Colorado 

 

Colin Hatsell 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Lindsey Gutman 

Superior, Colorado 

Megan Day 

Lafayette, Colorado 

 

Jamie Gentry-Cunningham 

Broomfield, Colorado 

 

Nicole Bartet 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Corey Pantano 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Sally Fryar 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Jennifer Pettus 

Aurora, Colorado 

 

Susan Wilcox 

Louisville, Colorado 

 

Wendy Bird 

Westminster, Colorado 

 

Diana Sherry 

Lafayette, Colorado 

 

Allison Bailey 

Brighton, Colorado 

 

John Henderson 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Kim Garcia 

Denver, Colorado 

 

Amy Muller 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

Kristen Draper 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Jill Wright 

Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

Lisa Sullivan 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Laurel Pegram 

Broomfield, Colorado 

 

Kim Dillon 

Thornton, Colorado 

 

Kim Clemensen 

Erie, Colorado 

 

Karen Zeid 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

Bob Nibbe 

Aurora Colorado, Colorado 

 

Tanya Higgins 

Frederick, Colorado 

 

Thomas Wilcox 

Louisville, Colorado 

 

Nicole Griswold 

Bethel, Connecticut 

 

Michael Clulow 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

 

Stacey Pepper 

Amston, Connecticut 

 

Karen Siegel 

Westport, Connecticut 

 

Carrie Christie 

Cromwell, Connecticut 

 

Lynnette Hettrick 

Durham, Connecticut 

 

Kimberly Burr 

Ansonia, Connecticut 



Tracey Devlin 

Ledyard, Connecticut 

 

Rae Thomas 

Middletown, Connecticut 

 

Susannah MacNeil 

West Hartford, Connecticut 

 

Amy Rasner 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

 

Jennifer Rinehart 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

 

Caroline Putzig 

Colchester, Connecticut 

 

Paula Lowe 

Newark, Delaware 

 

Barbara Ley 

Newark, Delaware 

 

Paul Brewer 

Newark, Delaware 

 

Tara Sheldon 

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

 

Elizabeth Shaw 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

Kate Warren 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

Lori Woehrle 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

Anthony Kane 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

Nai Moore 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

Tucker Warren 

Washington, District of 

Columbia 

 

John Mauriello 

Lighthouse Point, Florida 

 

Jennifer Hopton 

Lake Helen, Florida 

 

Kate Hillard 

Gainesville, Florida 

 

Sarah Valley-Gray 

Pembroke Pines, Florida 

 

Meredith Wilkes 

Jacksonville, Florida 

 

Jennifer Sydenham 

Lake Worth, Florida 

 

Bill Palermo 

Wesley Chapel, Florida 

 

Kimberly Evans 

Holiday, Florida 

 

Jennifer Dante 

South Florida, Florida 

 

Karen Young 

Jupiter, Florida 

 

Edward Young 

Jupiter, Florida 

Autumn Handley 

Tampa, Florida 

 

Callie Cameron 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Donna Bradley 

Trinity, Florida 

 

Jennifer Knight 

Port Charlotte, Florida 

 

Shea Keener 

Port Charlotte, Florida 

 

Deborah McCrary 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Christina Mays 

Lehigh Acres, Florida 

 

Tammy Jones 

Atlantic Beach, Florida 

 

Tiffany Christ-Kelly 

Auburndale, Florida 

 

Julie Farr 

Milton, Georgia 

 

Shonna McBride 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Susan Martin 

Hoschton, Georgia 

 

Wendy Leonard 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Belinda Carroll 

Lawrenceville, Georgia 

 

Shelly Swann 

Avondale Estates, Georgia 



Cheryl English 

Sharpsburg, Georgia 

 

Sheri Smith 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Darcy Lamoree 

Douglasville, Georgia 

 

Ann Vitale 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Elizabeth Moon 

Cumming, Georgia 

 

Elizabeth Rosales 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Lesley Williams 

Sharpsburg, Georgia 

 

Judi Weber 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Laurette Serilla 

Marietta, Georgia 

 

Morgan Steele 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

 

Valorie Larkins 

Boise, Idaho 

 

Mary Anne McGrory 

Chubbuck, Idaho 

 

Tamara Darbin 

Nampa, Idaho 

 

Chrystie Ortega 

Round Lake, Illinois 

 

Michael Welninski 

Round Lake, Illinois 

 

Kathy King-Watters 

Monee, Illinois 

 

John Collins 

Aurora, Illinois 
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Oak Park, Illinois 
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Oak Park, Illinois 

 

Mary Kaye Waterson 

Crystal Lake, Illinois 

 

Crystal Squires 

Woodstock, Illinois 

 

Jennifer May 

St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Jessica Luciano 

Oak Park, Illinois 

 

Massimo Luciano 

Oak Park, Illinois 

 

Lora Harold 

Sycamore, Illinois 

 

Tracey Kite 

Glenview, Illinois 

 

Sarah Langley 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

Andrew Glick 

Glenview, Illinois 

 

Lee Huang 

Naperville, Illinois 

Mary Balle 

Bloomington, Indiana 

 

Emily Williams 

Bloomington, Indiana 

 

Matthew Vire 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Kirsten Shaw 

Fishers, Indiana 

 

Carissa Dollar 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Kim Hudson-Porter 

West Lafayette, Indiana 

 

Kathy McCollom 

Troy, Indiana 

 

Oretha Vest 

Madison, Indiana 

 

Melissa Bickel 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Kimberly Michaelis-Peters 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Beth Clawson 

Bloomington, Indiana 

 

Jennifer Lacey 

Westfield, Indiana 

 

Krisztina Inskeep 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Bea Melnarowicz 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Jodi Linley 

Iowa City, Iowa 



Jodi Hardy 

Mason City, Iowa 

 

Joann Hall 

Wichita, Kansas 

 

Kimberly Jimenez 

Parsons, Kansas 

 

Sara Delong 

Mission Hills, Kansas 

 

Beth Anderson 

Louisville, Kentucky 

 

Joseph Higdon 

Louisville, Kentucky 

 

Annette Basile 

Metairie, Louisiana 

 

Sarah Brown 

Slidell, Louisiana 

 

Shannon Naquin 

Houma, Louisiana 

 

Sarah Hannan 

Warren, Maine 

 

Bridget McAlonan 

Topsham, Maine 

 

Susan Maasch 

Bangor, Maine 

 

Timothy Eichfeld 

Topsham, Maine 

 

Lynette Stewart 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

 

Jen Morrow 

Saco, Maine 

Jeffrey Stewart 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

 

Heather Turner 

Lewiston, Maine 

 

Susan DeLong 

Portland, Maine 

 

Julie Persons 

Norridgewock, Maine 

 

Alicia Stacey 

Auburn, Maine 

 

Rebecca Laber-Smith 

South Portland, Maine 

 

Jaime Moore-Atkinson 

Eliot, Maine 

 

Barbara MacLeod 

Kittery, Maine 

 

Ted Markow 

Brunswick, Maine 

 

Nicola Van Kuilenburg 

Frederick, Maryland 

 

Lionel Sussman 

Rockville, Maryland 

 

Benjamin Priebe 

Belair, Maryland 

 

Julie Greenstein 

Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Emily Paulsen 

Kensington, Maryland 

 

Brian Cuneo 

Bethesda, Maryland 

Jason Hicks 

Silver Spring, Maryland 

 

Lynn Brennan 

St Michaels, Maryland 

 

Katherine Munson 

Berlin, Maryland 

 

Heidi Dorsey 

Pasadena, Maryland 

 

Susan Valentine 

Odenton, Maryland 

 

Anna Jung 

Silver Spring, Maryland 

 

Carl Nielson 

Columbia, Maryland 

 

Brian Cuneo 

Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Sarah Cuneo 

Bethesda, Maryland 

 

Yvonne Matthews 

Bel Air, Maryland 

 

Amy and Christopher 

Gamper 

Baltimore, Maryland 

 

Michelle Potter 

Kensington, Maryland 

 

Sarah Nielson 

Columbia, Maryland 

 

Lisa Pfeifer 

Silver Spring, Maryland 

 



Candice Haaga 

Rockville, Maryland 

 

Xiaofang Shen 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 

 

Kitty Flynn 

Melrose, Massachusetts 

 

Megin Charner-Laird 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

 

Susan Francis 

Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Angela Powers 

Hanover, Massachusetts 

 

Gary Powers 

Hanover, Massachusetts 
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Shutesbury, Massachusetts 
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Norton, Massachusetts 
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Wakefield, Massachusetts 
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Essex, Massachusetts 
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Melrose, Massachusetts 
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Boston, Massachusetts 
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Boston, Massachusetts 
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Reading, Massachusetts 
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Framingham, Massachusetts 
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Cambridge, Massachusetts 
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Easthampton, Massachusetts 

 

Ronald Gordon 

Northborough, Massachusetts 
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Charlestown, Massachusetts 
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Pepperell, Massachusetts 
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Salem, Massachusetts 
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Ashland, Massachusetts 
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Boylston, Massachusetts 
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Hubbardston, Massachusetts 
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West Tisbury, Massachusetts 
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Belmont, Massachusetts 
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Sherborn, Massachusetts 
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Southfield, Michigan 
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Canton, Michigan 
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Brighton, Michigan 
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Dexter, Michigan 
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